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The Proble• 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The West End of Boston was slated for urban renewal at the time that 
this study took place. Every building. 1ound and unsound, in an area 
covering most of the West End Proper was to be demolished, and all the 
residents relocated to other neighborhoods in the Greater Boston Area. 
Forced removal is likely to be upsetting to the families involved, 
but it has been especially so in the West End. The West End of Boston 
has always been a very close-knit neighborhood with a strong aommunity 
feeling whiah included all races, classes, creeds, and enthnic groups 
living within its boundaries. Many f!llllilies have lived in the West End 
for several generations, others for lesser periods of time, but the ties 
to the neighborhood are strong in either case. Most of the residents 
regret having to move because it means breaking up old friendship ties. 
This is expressed by the children, the youth, the adults, and the aged. 
They expect that they will be lonely and unhappy in their new neighborhoods. 
This is the impression reported by the staff members of the Elizabeth 
Peabody House, obtained in their day-by-d~ contact with child and adult 
members of the House and in their contacts with the staff of the Redevel-
opment Authority. 
For the young, the settlement houses in the West End have been places 
to meat their friends. Muoh of their social and recreational activities 
have taken plaoa in the settlement houses. Some of them are now living 
in neighborhoods where there are settlements. eolllllunity canters, "Y"•s, 
--==~' 
Boys• Clubs, and church or school recreational centers. It was not known 
to what extent the relocated children and youths were using these agencies. 
While it might be expected that individuals who had found satisfying ex-
periences in one such agency would seek similar experiences in another 
agency, an unsuccessful attempt to refer members from the Elizabeth Peabody 
House (hereafter referred to as E.P.H.) in the West End of Boston to ano-
ther settlement house, and the fact that some teen-agers were maintaining 
their memberships in the E.P.H. four years after having moved from the 
neighborhood, led the writer to believe that at least some of the relocat-
ed youth were finding social adjustment in their new neighborhoods diffi-
cult. Nothing was known about the adjustment or lack of adjustment of 
those former members of E.P.Ho who were not commuting to the House for 
their leisure time activities. Little could be assumed concerning the 
extent of satisfying associations in their new neighborhoods. 
Because of the importance which membership in his neighborhood age-
group has for the urban child and adolescent, it would seem to follow that 
failure to belong to the group leaves the young person with his eocial 
needs 1 argely unmet, especially when formerly this individual found sat-
isfaction in being a member of a neighborhood group. Thus, his failure 
to become a member of a new group is of concern to the settlement house 
of which he was formerly a member, and of the youth-serving agencies in 
his new neighborhood. 
Pllrpoae 
The purposes of this study are both general and specific. In general, 
it is an attempt to learn something of the problems facing children and 
2 
youth in making friends in a new neighborhood, and in finding substitutes 
for the satisfactions of their former group associations in the settlement 
house, and soma of the ways in which some of them dealt with these prob-
lems. It is an atte111pt to learn also what are some of the factors in-
volved in succassful and unsuccessful ·adjustments. 
Specifically, information is sought regarding the location and at-
tractiveness of recreational facilities and agencies for youth in the 
neighborhoods to which some former West End residents and members of E.P.K 
have moved and to what extent these individuals are using these facili-
ties. The facilities which were of particular interest in this study in-
cluded settlement houses and community centers, YMCA's, YWCA's, boys• 
clubs, Je~sh Community Centers, school recreation centers, public parka 
and playgrounds, and church and synagogue youth organizations. No ques-
tions were asked regarding commercial recreational facilities, but if 
such facilities were mentioned by the subjects, reference to them was in-
cluded in the data. 
Several immediate uses for the specific information were forseenr 
(l) The need for intensive referral efforts might be indicated if a con-
siderable number of those interviewed were found not to be using nearby 
recreational and group work agencies and if they expressed dissatisfaction 
with their social life in the new neighborhoods. (2) Kore information 
about the location, nature, and attractiveness of agencies might be ob-
tained from those who were using their services. ( 3) The faot that some 
individuals had successfully made new and aatisfying social cont~cts, 
together with a listing and description of the agencies and facilitie• 
' ,, 
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in various neighborhoods could be ~sed to help young people and their 
families still in the West End aeleet neighborhoods having good reerea-
tional facilities and help them develop a positive attitude toward using 
them. Points (2) and (3) were used in explaining to interviewees the 
reason for the study. (4) Some interviewees might be helped to think 
about using nearby facilities as a result of the interview. 
Method 
Information was obtained by interviewing members and former members 
of EoPoH• who had moved to other neighborhoods or communities in the 
" Greater Boston Area. The interview schedule was not used as a question-
i 
'i 
I' 
': 
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naire, but consisted of the kinds of questions likely to elicit the in-
formation desired. 
Names and addresses were obtained from E·P·H• membership files, from 
the registration for Camp Gannett, the E.P.H. summer camp, and from 
members and foi'lll.er :members who knew the whereabouts of other former 
:members. A telephone call was made te each prospective interviewee to 
explain the purpose of the interview and to set a time for it. The fol-
lowing approach was used: 
If 
to 
I am calling from the Elizabeth Peabody House. As you know, every-
body is going to have to move out of the West End, and some of the 
kids are pretty upset about it. They don•t know what they are going 
to do without the Peabody House. We thought that if somebody from 
the House would talk to some of you who have already moved, and have 
you tell us in your own words what it ia like and what you find to 
do in your new neighborhood, we could come back and help these kids 
who are going to move. Could I come over and talk with you soll8 
afternoon after achoolZ 
the child were under 14 years of age, the explanation would be made 
the parent, if he or ahe answered the phone, or to the'child first, 
4 
:; 
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:: and then to the parent. Older teen-agers were contacted directly. Those 
who were still members of E,oPoHo were approached when they oame to the 
house, usually through a staff member who knew them well. 
At the beginning of the interview, the explanation was repeated. 
If the interview ware in the home, the writer would explain that it was 
J desirable to get each child•• story in his own words. end would request 
:i that each child be interviewed alone, and then that the parents (usually 
the mother) and the writer talk further. The parents were asked the 
questions regarding the reasons for moving and the process of choosing 
a new home, wbieh they were abb to answer more fully than the children 
1: could. A brief atatement about the kind of questions asked of the child ·~ \ 
I; 
was given to the mother who was often able to give additional information 
about their behavior during the transition period, especially in the ease 
of the younger children. The parents were alae able to give more informa-
tion as to the reasons for moving and the factors influencing the choice 
of the new home in response to questions C-1 through 7. Including them 
in the study seemed to make more aeeeptable to them the interviews with 
the children. 
Requirements for interviewees were, 
1. The family must have lived in the West End for at least two years prio~ 
to moving out of that neighborhood. 
2. The interviewee must have been an active member of E.P.H. for at least 
a year prior to moving. 
s 
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3. The family must have been living outside the West End for a period of 
six months to four years at the time of the interTiew. 
4. The interviewee must have been at least 8 years old and not yet 19 
years old at the time of moving. 
The time limits of at laaat two years• residence in the West End and 
one year•• membership in the E.P.H. were set to avoid including persona 
who had not formed close ties with the neighborhood and the House which 
would be bro1ten by moving, and for which substitutes would have to be 
'--~ 
sought in new neighborhoods, As for the time limits of six months to four 
ii 
i' 
years residence outside the West End, it was expected that in less than 
six months most persons might not have had tiM to really feel at home in 
the new neighborhoods and to have found new friends and new activities 
to replace those left behind. If the time of moving had been too far in 
the past, the recollections of the feelings about moving and about the 
new situation, and the ways in which new associations were made, would be 
dim, and the information that such persons could .give would be of less 
value than that given from more recent recollections. 
Interriewees were placed in four categories: boys B through 12, girls 
B through 12, boys 13 through 18, and girls 13 through 18. The lower age 
limit was first set at 9 and the upper age limit at 18 because these are 
the ages of greatest participation in the E.P.H. The lower limit was 
dropped to B to include a boy who was available, but not quite 9, The 
two groups were divided between the ages 12 and 13 because this is the 
dividing line used in the program of E.P.H. and most settlements to sepa-
li 
1: rate the children from the adolescents. This division is based upon the 
" 
6 
:t 
natural change in interests and types of activities desired between one 
age group and the other. After 19 years of age, participation in the teen-
age program has practically ceased, and those who continue their member-
ship do so as members of adult groups or 8.8 assistants or leaders with 
younger groups. If they move at this age, it is not to be expected that 
they would seek membership in another settlement house or in any teen-age 
pro gran. 
The sample consisted of eighteen individuals from eleven families. In 
the 8-through-12 age-group, there were five boys end six girls. In the 
13-through-18 age-group, there were four boys end three girls. These 
groupings represent their ages at the time of moving, and are the groupings 
used in Chapter II which is a description of the process of making friends 
in the new neighborhoods immediately after moving. 
In Chapter III, which is a description of their present recreational 
activities, the sample was re-grouped. This was necessary because some 
of those who were in the 8-12 age-group at the time of moving were over 
13 years of age at the time of the interview, and their p:- esent activities 
were those of teenagers rather than those of pre-adolescent children. 
Therefore, in Chapter III, the 8-12 age-group consists of three boys and 
four girls, and the 13-18 age-group consists of six boys end five girls. 
Data for boys and girls were recorded separately in en attempt to 
discover whether there was any difference in the manner of adjustment end 
ease of adjustment between boys and girls, and between the younger end the 
i older age groups • 
:\ 
:: 
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Interviewees were selecteQ from aa many neighborhoods as possible, 
and an attempt was made to select as many as possible who were living in 
i: 
1 the vicinity of other recreational agencies. In this way, the study might 
I! 
show, in the case of those not using these agencies, what reasons, other 
than non-availability of such agencies, prevented them from doing so. If 
they were using the available agencies, the process of introduction could 
be studied. This condition applied to those still active in E.P.H. as 
well as to those who had severed their relationship. 
' Some who were still commuting to the activities at E.P.H. were in-
eluded for contrast with those who were not. Their number was sat arbi-
trarily at no more than one third of the total number interviewed because 
H the major purpose was to study those who had severed their connections 
I 
with the old neighborhood. 
il 
,, All the child ren between the ages of 8 and 18 in the families con-
!' taoted were interviewed if available. This provided a larger number of 
individual interviews than otherwise would have been possible in the time 
allotted. 
Limitations 
Because many families had moved from the Wast End without any record 
being made of their new addresses, the number of former E.P.H. members 
available for interviewing was greatly limited. The number was further 
limited by the time available for interviewing. Therefore, no attempt 
was made to reaoh conclusions representing broad generalizations. The 
~ -
study had to be one of description of certain individuals, with some tents-
tive evaluation of responses in terms of possible trends. 
8 
9 
Since a personal approach was thought likely to result in the great-
est number of appointments, those who had telephones were contacted first. 
This may have eliminated those of the lowest economic group. 
All attempt was made to have the four categories of the sample (boys 8 
through 12, girls 8 through 12, boys 13 through 18, and girls 13 through 
18) reflect the proportions in which they are found in the present member-
ship of E.P.H. Beeause of the small number of interviews possible, and 
because interviewees had to be taken as they were available, these pro-
portions could not be adhered to rigidly. However, a number of interviews 
were made for each category. 
In the beginning, sn attempt was made to interview only those who had · 
moved out of the West End :from six months to two years prior to the inter-
view. However, because of the limited number of interviewees available, 
this time limit was stretched to four years in a few oases. These were 
older adolescents, and they seemed to recollect their early days in the 
new neighborhood, so these interviews were included. Some had made no 
p attempt to adjust to their new neighborhood& and were still commuting to 
the West End, and the passage of time seemed to have little bearing in 
these cases. 
In the beginning, it was planned that about one-third of the sample 
should be persons who had maintained their membership at E.P.H., although 
now living in other neighborhoods. This would allow a comparison of the 
adjustments made to the new neighborhoods by those who were returning to 
E.P.H. for their recreation snd the adjustments made by those who had 
,. 
i: severed their relationship with E.P.H. This plan was carried out in that 
- _...,--,-h ·.- ------ ·--- _;_.=-:;-""":"-=:--.:-:-·-:---~_-7.":"____ -·;t --~ 
five of the eighteen subjects retained their membership at E.P.H., but 
those five were not distributed e.mong the four groupings • .All those who 
retained their E.P.H. membership were boysJ three being in the 13-18 age-
group and two in the 8-12 age-group. There were fewer girls than boys 
ii who he.d retained their E.P.H. membership after moving; they did not come 
i 
ii 
' 
' 
i; 
in e.s frequently, and therefore were net readily available. This limite.-
tion we.s partially off-set by the fact that one of the three older girls 
returned to the West End for her aocie.l activities, although she did not 
retain her membership e.t E.P.H. 
Because three of the four boys in the 13-18 age-group maintained 
their membership at E.P.H., and the fourth did not make any friends in his 
new neighborhood, there we.s in the study no description of the ways in 
which boys of this age-group made friends and adjusted to a new neighbor-
hood. Several teen-age boys were located who were no longer members of 
E.P.H. and several attempts were made to arrange interviews, but without 
success. They were not e.t home as much of the time e.s were the girls and 
the younger boys, and it was difficult to find time when they would be 
sure to be e.t home when the writer was free to make the visit. The study 
does make some comparisons between the adjustments to new neighborhoods 
made by those who retained their E.P.H. memberships and those who did not; 
but the comparisons could not be made within each sex and age grouping. 
--~-...::-:_· --~.:::-:---~-=:-
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CHAPI'ER II 
THE PROCESS OF MAKING FRIENDS IN A NEW NEIGHBORHOOD 
This chapter will deal with the places where the first contacts with 
new friends were made• and the circumstances of those first contacts. It 
will e :>plore the feelings of the subjects as they anticipated moving and 
during the first months in their new neighborhoods. and the length of 
time which elapsed before they felt at home. 
Factors which facilitated or hindered social adjustment to the new 
neighborhood will be discussed. present attitudes toward the new neigh-
borhoods and adjustment to the neighborhoods will be examined in relation 
to present contacts with the old neighborhood, 
Feelings About the West End and Reasons for Moving. 
All the children and youths and their mothers said that they liked 
the people or the West End and enjoyed their relationships with their 
neighbors, Only one family out of the eleven indicated any negative feel-
ings about their neighbors. and this family objected to only a few of the 
neighbors. and felt that in general they liked the people of the West End, 
Five or the eleven families mentioned the approaching urban renewal 
as a factor influencing their decision to move, Other factors were: bad 
housing. dirty or dangerous streets. crowded neighborhood, flat too small. 
and the need for cheaper rent. Frequently. dislike for some physical 
feature of the West End and the knowledge that everyone would soon have to 
move combined to influence the family to move. Several of the mothers 
emphasized that they objected to the physical features of the West End• 
ll 
:: 
-~:...-· 
but that they thought that the people were wonderful. 
Nine of the eleven families indicated what they looked for in a new 
home. Six families were concerned about a bigger or better house. Three 
wanted more space outside the house; three wanted low rent; two wanted 
good transportation; two wanted to be near a church of their faith, t1D, 
convenient shopping; one, to be near a achool; and one, a quiet neighbor-
hood. Five families chose the new neighborhood because friends or rela-
tives were already living there. 
Feelings About Moving 
Most of the children in the B-12 age-group and all the youths in the 
lS-18 age-group did not want to leave the West End. They anticipated that 
they would be lonely. Two girls and one boy in the younger group did not 
recall having any partioul ar feelings about moving, and another little 
girl, once the decision had been made, became eager to move "out into the 
country"• All those interviewed were lonely for a time in their new homes, 
until they made friends. 
Adjustments to New Neighborhoods 
A total of thirteen out of the ei_ghteen subjects made friends in 
their new neighborhoods. This number includes three of the five boys and 
all six girls in the 8-12 age-group and two of the four boys and two of 
the three girls in the 13-16 age-group. 
The length of time required before the subjects felt at home in their 
new neighborhoods varied from one week to two years, with most of the 
subjects feeling at home within three months. One of the older boys said 
" 
12 
13 
li 
that it took him two yeara to feel at home. Two of the younger boys said 
that they still did not feel at home, after periods of two and one-half 
years and four years. Several of the subjects seemed unable to tell at 
what time they felt at home in the new neighborhood. 
The time required before the subjeota felt at home in their new 
schools was about the same as the time required to feel at home in the 
neighborhood. One boy and two girls in the younger group reported shorter 
periods for the school than for the neighborhoods. One of the girls ex-
plained that this was because she moved in the summer and by the time 
school started, she already knew some of her schoolmates. The other two 
gave no explanation. Two of the younger boys, all four of the older boys, 
!' and one of the older girls did not change sohools when they moved, and the 
question about when they felt at home in the new schools does not apply 
to them. 
First Contacts With New Friends 
The school was the most frequently named as the place where new 
friends were first contacted. It was named by nine of the eighteen. The 
street on which the home is situated was named by seven. Boys and girls 
of both age groups met new friends in these two places. Park playgrounds 
were mentione4 by one boy and two girls in the younger group. Two younger 
girls were introduced to new friends in their own homes, where a neighbor 
brought other girls to meet them. one of the older girls made friends in 
a church youth group, and another made new friends at a dance. 
' ! ~
When the younger boys and girls met new friends on the street, or in 
·- ~::: ---_ -
the J:Rrk, the newoomer usually was standing near a group at play, watching 
and after a while was invited to join in the play. If not in vi ted, he 
might ask to be allowed to play. One boy had to fight the group several 
times before he was accepted. When a boy and a girl in the older group 
met new friends on the street, in each case, the newcomer was walking 
down the street and passed a group of boys "hanging on the corner". For 
the boy, the encounter resulted in a fight, after which the group accept-
ed him and included him in some of their activities. For the girl, it 
resulted in a friendly relationship with the boys, who later introduced 
her to some girls.1 
In most of the contacts made on the street or in the park, the new-
comer was approached by someone else. In most of the contacts made at 
school, the subject was unable to tell who had made the first approach. 
Only one person, a younger boy, reported a specific instance of the new-
comer making the first approach. 
Experiences of meeting new friends through introductions were report• 
ed by two of the younger girls and by three older girls. Introductions 
were mentioned as being important by an older boy and an older girl mo 
did not make friends and who thought that introductions would have helped 
them. Several girls said, "Meet one and you meet them all 11 ; "Meet one 
and go places with her and she will introduce you to others", or similar 
expressions. 
1 One of the girls who was in the younger group at time of moving; 
made a second social adjustment as a teen-ager, and is included here in 
that group • 
. '1· ... --
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"Hanging around" or "going where they are" was a frequent technique 
for meeting new friends. These phrases, or similar expressions, were used 
by eleven boys and girls of both age-groups in describing the way in which 
they had met new friends or in ezpressing their opinions as to the best 
ways of getting acquainted. Several subjects spoke of the importance of 
friendliness on the part of the new person. Their recommendations ranged 
from smiling and saying "hello" in passing to starting a conversation or 
asking permission to join in a game. The idea was expressed as follows a 
From younger boyaa "If you are playing a game and someone comes along 
let him play. He will reward you by being your friend. Be helpful." 
"You see them playing and go over. Then you ask if you can play. 
If they say •no• • you say, I'll come back tomorrow." 
From younger girls: 11Say •hello• to them on the street". 11Don1 t sit 
in the house. Go out and sit on the steps or stand where they are 
playing. When they need another player. they will ask you". 
"The best place to meat friends is around where you live. Talk to 
them." 
From an older girl: "You have to help out yourself. If you don•t talk 
to them. they think you•re stuck-up." 
Cultural Differences and Friendliness in the New Neighborhood 
unfriendliness or hostility of the people in the new neighborhood was 
experienced by three subjects, and a lack of friendliness was reported by 
a fourth. In three of the four oases, the subjects felt that prejudice 
or difference in class, racial or ethnic backgrounds made it difficult for 
them to make friends and to feel at home in the neighborhood. 
A boy in the younger group had to defend hiliiSelf in frequent fights 
with the group of boys on his street before he was accepted into the group. 
16 
:;. 
One of the older boys also had to fight the neighborhood group. This 
:: 
boy, now 16 years of age, moved from the West End at the age of 13. Early 
in the interview, he said that he did not like his new neighborhood and 
that the boys were not friendly and that he had no friends there. As the 
interview progr.essed, he revealed that he had made friends. A few days 
after his arrival in the neighborhood he had a fight with some boys on the 
corner of his street. Afterwards, they became friends. He still knows 
these boys, end they play basketball, attend dances, and go "parking" to-
,; gether. They hang around the drug store where he has a part-time job. 
However, he considers his best friends to be those in the West End, whom 
he visits two or three times a week. He maintains his membership in a 
friendship club of boys at E.P.H. 
This boy said that he had frequent fights at basketball games and 
dances in the new neighborhood, and is now attending a disciplinary high 
school because of frequent fights at hia former school. He blamed all 
these fights on the hostility of others. He said that the boys in his 
neighborhood were Irish and did not like Italians, and that the trouble at 
school was caused by the Ner;roes, who were in the majority end who "pushed 
the white boys around." He added that he used to have fights in the West 
End, but they were "friendly fights" and he never got in trouble while he 
lived in the West End. He spoke of the girls in his neighborhood with 
enthusiasm, but said that 11most of them are old-fashioned. Their parents 
110n1 t let them out at night." He dates some of them. 
j: 
,, 
Moving was en upsetting experience for him. He said, "I came home II 
1! 
I 
11 from eemp end found half the stuff gone (from the house). I asked why end 
·.--:--=--=Ji.---,----~-~c-~=--=·-=-"~~-::-:::=~:c.=~----;;·~-::-:=.:::.··o:. 
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they told me. That was the first I knew about it. I didn't like the idea'~ 
His present feeling about his neighborhood was expressed as follows: 
,, "The houses are better then in the West End, but I don • t 1 ike it • I like 
everything about the West End. Bad houses don•t matter." 
Throughout the interview, this boy was cooperative, but seemed un-
happy. AB he was leaving, he said that he did not think that the kids 
would accept help in getting into other a.genoies. He said that they were r 
angry that the West End wB.II to be torn down, and were talking about wreck-
ing the oontractor•s machinery. 
A girl in the younger group said that she had trouble at school the 
first year • and me.de few friends. She said that her teacher was prejudiced 
against West End people because the west End is supposed to be a tough 
section. She added, "I didn 1 t help matters myself." She did not feel at 
,. 
ii 
home in the new neighborhood or school for the first year. Later, as a 
•; teen-ager, this girl felt left out of leisure-time aoti vi ties because she 
was not Jewish. Jo!ost of the other girls in the class belonged to a "large 
exclusive club, something like a sorority. You have to be Jewish to join." 
There are not many girls her age living nearby. About a year ago a friend 
introduced her to a youth group in a church of her faith, and she reports 
11 that she is happy in this group end finds most of her social satisfaction 
in it. 
Another teen-age girl was lonely because she was the only white girl 
1
!:!1 on her street in a Negro neighborhood, but did not report any hostility 
on the part of the Negro girls. Her seven-year old brother, not included 
1.1· in the study, did not like the school, where he was one of four white li 
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children in the room. Later, in a Jew:i. sh neighborhood, this non-Jewish 
girl reported that she found the young people very friendly and that she 
had made many friends. She aaid that she had been thinking about joining 
the Jewish Community Center where many of her friends are members. Within 
the past year, she has joined a youth group at the Protestant Church of 
which she is a member, and said that she enjoys it very much. 
In contrast to those who found their new neighborhoods unfriendly, 
several persons commented upon the friendliness which they encountered. 
For two of them, their being of a minority group did not affect the friend-
liness of the neighbors. 
In the 8-12 age-group, a brother end sister were greeted by neighbor-
hoed children as the family was meving in. The mether said that the adults 
were also friendly and helpful. Two girls living on the same street were 
introduced to neighborhood girls by e. neighboring woman soon after they 
moved in. one of them said that the girls at school were friendly because 
!: 
!, many of them had recently moved into the neighborhood and knew how it 
;: ,, 
' 
felt to be new. Another girl was greeted by a group of girls as she came 
out of the house on the first day in the new neighborhood. 
A teen-age boy said that although there was nobody his age on his 
street, his parents and the younger children in the family had found the 
i neighborhood to be very friendly. This is e. Catholic family living in e. 
Jewish neighborhood. 
Availability of Persons of the Same Age and Sex 
In the 8-12 age-groupings, two girls said that there were no children 
,, 
" ii 
!1 
their age on their street. The other four girls end five boys had neigh-
---:t --
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bors their own age and sex. 
In the 13-lS age-group, two of the four boys and one of the three 
girls reported en absence of people their age on their street. 
Thus, in general, age peers were available in the new neighborhood 
for most of the children interviewed. 
Factors Hindering the Adjustment of Teen-Agers 
SELECTIVITY IN THE CHOICE OF FRIENDS 
one factor which seemed to hinder the inclusion of teen-agers in the 
neighborhood group might be called "mutual selectivity"• It did not seem 
to affect the younger children to any great extent. 
one aspect of this selectivity was expressed by one girl and two boys 
in the older group, who said that they did not want to associate with the 
neighborhood group because they were "tough kids". One boy described the 
teen-agers living in his housing project: "The boys wear peg pants and 
flat-top D.A.•a.2 They fight. The girls are worse than the boys. You 
ought to see them. It's very rarely that you see one in a skirt. I don't 
hang out there. I don•t have a record, and I don•t intend to." 
This selectivity operates against the newcomer as well as against the 
neighborhood group. A 16-year old boy, now attending a disciplinary high 
school, said that the boys on his street were not very friendly, and that 
the girls were "pretty nice, but their parents Wln't let them out at nightV: 
2. Extreme manner of dress affected by rebellious teen-age groups--
trousers very narrow at the cuffJ hair crew-out on top with sides long 
and wavy; combed to meet in a "duck tail" at the back. 
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Another 16-year old boy aaid that the.girls in his neighborhood are 
"more high-class. They go with the boys with oars." 
HESITANCY TO APPROACH THE NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP 
Hesitanoy to appreaoh the neighborhood group was expressed indirectly. 
A 1 '7-year old girl made no friends and aaid th·at she wished that the 
neighborhood young people would call on the newcomers and invite them to 
their recreational activities. There is a settlement house in the neigh-
borhood, but, she said, "You hate to walk in alone." Her 18-year old 
brother expressed the same feelings. He a1s o said that he was invited by 
a priest to join the CYO, and said that he he.d thought about it, but never 
got around to it. 
Three3teen-age girls made friends through introductions, and the fourth 
expressed a need for introductions or approaches by the group. 
ABSENCE OF A SUITABLE MEETING PLACE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
A 16-year old boy said that it was difficult for him to meet new 
friends because the teen-agers do not hang out in their home neighborhood. 
A 1'7-year old girl who did not go to the settlement house in her 
neighborhood, said that it was mostly for little kids. She wished that 
there were a youth center or club for people from 16 to 26 years of age. 
Her 18-year old brother expressed the same wish. 
Retaining Ties With the West End 
All those interviewed reported visiting the West End after moving, 
except for one girl in the younger group. The frequency of their visits 
3. Including one who was in the younger group at the time of mov-
who made a second adjustment as a teen-ager. 
- ---c:t--
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" ranged from daily to once e. month, for some time following the moving, 
i: 
,·. !; The reasons given for visiting the West End were: to see relatives, to see 
friends of one•s own age, to attend E.P.H. and the West End House, to use 
the swimming pool on the Esplanade, and to attend church, Most of the 
ji 
;' boys e.nd girls in both age-groups returned to visit friends and rele.ti ves, 
i Three of the older boys and two of the younger boys retained their member-
!' 
ships e.t E,P,H, 
The older boys were the most frequent visitors in the period immedi-
e.tely following moving, and at the time of interview. At first, three 
visited daily, e.nd one visited four or five times e. week. The visits of 
i-
!i: the first three clecree.sed to several times e. weekt those of the fourth to 
' 
once a week, All four of them now have part-time jobs which they said 
prevented them visiting as frequently as they would like. Three of them 
said that school work also interferes, and one said that most of his 
friends have now moved out of the West End• 
Second in frequency of visits, at first, and e.t the time of inter-
view, were the younger boys, Two boys visited daily after moving; one of 
them frequently staying overnight with relatives. These t110 boys, now 
teen-agers, still visit with the smne frequency, although they now have 
part-time jobs. Both retain their E,P,H. membership. A boy who visited 
t', relatives onoe e. week illllll8diately after moving, and e. boy who returned 
infrequently, to swim, visit with the same frequency as at first, A boy 
who used to visit relatives once a month never visits at present because 
the relatives have moved out of the West End, 
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The older girls visited almost as f'requently as the younger boys 
ii 
after moving. One visited daily; ,, one. several times a '"'ek; and one, once d I' 
,' 
' a week. The frequency of' their visits has decreased to twice a week, once li 
a week, and seldom. The reasons f'or the decrease in f'requency of' visits 
are 1 a girl who commuted daily to the West End to school is now in a re-
habilitation school f'or arrested tubercular patients and is at home only 
on weekends. The f'riends of' one girl have moved f'rom the West End. One 
girl has transferred to a church in her new neighborhood. One girl still 
,, 
[! visits relatives, but not as f'requently as llef'ore. 
One of' the younger girls never returned to the West End after moving. 
Qne visited relatives onoe a week, and still does so. Four visited once 
a month or more iiDIIIediately after moving, and visit less f'requently than 
once a month at present. Two of' these girls visit less f'requently because 
their friends and relatives have moved out of' the West End, and one, 
because she now attendB a church in her new neighborhood. 
Four teen-agers, three boys and one girl, expressed a reluctance to 
break the old ties. A 16-year cld boy who had made a f'ew new friends and 
had visited his parish CYO said that the CYO was a nice place and had a 
gogd program. including roller skating, dancing, and basketball, all of 
which he likes. When he was asked if' he had thought of joining, he re-
:; plied that if' the E.P.H. were no longer available, he would then join the 
1i 
" CYO, but a& long aa E.P.H. was still standing and while he could still 
ii 
" li come, he was not thinking about making new f'riends or joining a new group. 
" " 
,, li He seemed to be very unhappy about this as he talked. 
II 
!! ,, 
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Another 16-year old boy said that there was nobody his age on his 
street, but that if he had transferred to a school in the new neighborhood, 
he probably would have made friends as did his 13-year old brother and 
cousin, However, he did not want to change schools, and since he did not 
have to he did not, When he was asked what he would do if he could not 
come to E.P.H., he replied that he would not go looking for new friends--
he probably would just stay at home, 
A 15-year old boy who was 12 at the time of moving, could not des-
cribe the recreational facilities of his neighborhood, and did not know 
whether there were others his own age on his street. He said that he is 
never there, and so knows nothing about the neighborhood. He visits the 
West End daily. This boy's family, after living in the new neighborhood 
for a year, moved back to the West End because the boy spent all his time 
in the West End and was never at home. After living in the West End for 
six months, the family returned to the other neighborhood, The boy con-
tinued to spend most of his time in the West End, He works after school, 
and then comes to the West End in the evening, He spends week-ends with 
a married brother and a married sister who live in the West Endo 
A girl, 15 years old at the time of moving, continued to commute to 
the West End to school, and strongly resisted all suggestions that she 
transfer to another school, She al~o returned to see her friends in the 
West End and made no friends in the new neighborhood, 
Relationship of Adjustment to Other Factors 
LENGTH OF RESIDENCE OUTSIDE THE WEST END 
The average length of residence outside the West End for all those 
;; --::- ::c- _-__ --
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interviewed was 2.3 years. The time for the individual subjects ranged 
from four years to eight months. 
The average length of residence for those who expressed satisfaction 
with their new neighborhoods was 2.1 years. The average length of resi-
dence outside the West End for those who did not was 2.1 years. 
Thus, it appears that length of residence outside the West End does 
not affect the adjustment made by those who have moved. 
FREQUENCY OF VISITS TO TEE OLD NEIGHBOR,9:00D 
The average length of residence outside the West End for those who 
were satisfied with their new neighborhoods but still visit the West End 
once a week or more is about one year. The average length of residence 
outside the West End for those ~o were satisfied with their neighborhoods 
and who visit less the.n once a week (all actually visit less than once a 
month) is 2.7 years. All those who did not adjust visit once a week or 
more. Average length of residence 2.3 years. 
This would seem to indicate that frequent visits do not keep a person 
from adjusting to the new neighborhood, for some who visit frequently have 
adjusted. The figures do show that those who have adjusted and who have 
lived outside the West End for the greatest length of time, visit with 
less frequency than those who have adjusted to their new neighborhoods 
but have lived outside the West End for a shorter period of time. Those 
who have adjusted and who visit frequently have lived outside the West End 
for about a year. Those who have adjusted and who visit infrequently have 
lived outside the West End for one to four years. 
We may say that if a person adjusts to his new neighborhood, we may 
" 
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expect that the frequency of his visits will decrease greatly with the 
passage of time. 
If a person does not adjust to his new neighborhood, we may expect 
that the passage of time will have less effect on the frequency of his 
i: ,, 
visits to the old neighborhood. This is mpported by another faot: that 
il those who failed to adjust said that the reason for their slightly less 
! 
frequent visits now as compared with their visits when they first moved 
was lack of time because of part-time jobs and school work. Several of 
them said that they visit "as often aa I can"• 
THE DISTANCE OF NEW NEIGHBORHOOD FROM WEST END 
:: 
!: The distance traveled in visiting does not deter those who visit 
frequently. The average distance of the new neighborhoods from the West 
End is four miles. The average distance for those who visit frequently 
is 4.6 miles. The average distance for those who do not visit frequently 
1: is 3.9 miles. The average for those who did not adjust is 4.8 miles. 
f'. 
I' The distance to be traveled seems to have little relationship to the fre-
" quency of visits or to the adjustment to the new neighborhood. 
·-- ----- ·;.;;:tt-
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CHAPTER III 
PRESENT RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
This chapter will discuss the present neighborhood adjustment of the 
subjects, with special attention to the kinds of recreational activities 
in which they engage and their use of recreational facilities and agencies 
in their own neighborhoods and elsewhere. Conditions under which they 
have become members of youth-serving recreational agencies, especially 
settlement houses, and factors which have hindered them from attending or 
joining these agencies will be examined. Differences in the recreational 
activities of the two sexes and the two age-groups will be discussed. 
For the purposes of the discussion in this chapter, the subjects will 
be grouped according to their ages at the time of interview rather than by 
their ages e.t the time of moving, which was the grouping used in the pre-
vious chapter. This re-grouping is necessary because some of the subjects 
he:ve moved from the y11unger age-group to the older group in the interval 
between moving and interview. Their present recreatione.l activities are 
those of teen-agers rather than those of pre-adolescent children, and they 
must be grouped accordingly. This chapter will include data on three boys 
and four girls in the 8-12 age-group, and six boys and five girls in the 
13-18 age-group. 
Eaoh person interviewed was asked to name the recreational facilities 
in his neighborhood and to indicate which of them he used. The writer 
later checked a listing of leisure-time agencies and facilities for youthl 
1 1. united Community Services of Metropolitan Boston, Directory of · 
~-d.,.o-, pro!e_s~_ionaJ. Staff,_ Greater Boston Recreation-Group Wo~k,.:Ag~e;;;n;,;;c;;;i;;.es;;.·• l!JS5 
' 
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to disoover whether any or the existing raeilities had not been named by 
the interviewees. 
Attitudes Toward the New Nei@nborhoods at Present 
The children at present in the 8-12 age-group said that they like 
their new neighborhoods. Two boys and one girl like their new neighbor-
hoods better than the West End because there is more to do in the new 
neighborhoods. One boy and one girl made no comparisons between their 
new neighborhoods and the West End. Two girls like their new neighborhoods 
but wished that there were more to do. All seven have made new rriends. 
None or the six boys in the 13-18 age-group said that he liked his 
new neighborhood. Four or the six said that they like the West End better 
than the new neighborhood. Two or them who have made some friends, and 
!; who have engaged in some recreational activities in their new neighbor-
hoods. expressed their feelings as followsz "It is pretty. There are 
trees and nice houses; but there ia no fun. The kids don't do things to-
gather like they do in the West End." "The houses are better than in the 
West End, but I don't like it. I like everything about the West End. Bad 
houses don't matter." Four or the older boys made no new friends. 
Four of the five girls who are now in the 13-18 age-group. including 
two who were 10 and 11 at the time or moving. like their new neighborhooda., 
One or them said, "I hati fun in the West End• and I have fun here ••• a 
dirferent kind• because I'm older now. but equal. 11 Another said that her 
neighborhood would be perrect ir the E.P.H. were there. The fifth girl 
expressed dissatisraotion with her new neighborhood. She had made no 
friends. and said that there were few people her own age, and no youth 
co-~~-="1!'=~~~=- -~-== 
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center. 
In the younger group, there was no difference between the girls and 
the boys in their attitudes toward their neighborhoods. In the older 
group, four out of five girls like their neighborhoods, but none of the 
six boys likes his neighborhood. 
Present Recreational Activities 
The three boys who are at present in the B-12 age-group made ext<:~n-
si ve use of parks within a quarter of a mile from their homes for playing 
baseball, and are members of Little Leagues. They traveled from a quarter,, 
of a mile to 3.75 miles to swim, using public transportation for distances 
greater than one mile. They also pl9¥ed with neighborhood children in 
the street in front of their homes. One of the boys traveled four miles 
on his bicycle to visit a zoo, joined the Police Athletic League, and 
played on his school basketball team. Two of the boys used all of the 
recreational facilities known to them and to the writer. There was no 
settlement house, community oenter "Y" or Boys• Club available to them. 
A third boy did not use either of the two settlement houses which were 
available, end did not mention them. 
The four girls in the younger group used the same recreational facil-. 
i ties as did the boys, and engaged in many of the same aoti vi ties, except 
that they placed less emphasis on baseball. They used parks, playgrounds,, 
and the street. one girl used a commercial roller rink and a riding 
il 
'' stable, and engaged in after-school gym end sewing. Three girls did not 
use settlement houses within two blocks to one-half mile from their homes.' 
one of them had joined briefly, one had been inside a settlement, end one 
:; il 
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did not mention it as a recreational facility in her neighborhood. 
The six boys in the 13-18 age-group consider the West End to be 
their primary leisure-time area. Five of them are members of E.P.H. They': 
attend dances and "hang out" at E.P.H., and rour are members of a boys• 
friendship club whose activities include business meetings, dances, so-
cials, and baseball a.nd basketball teams. One also plays basketball at 
west End House. The sixth boy is not a member of any recreational agency., 
.All the boys "hang" on the corners snd visit neighborhood "cellar clubs". 
Each of the six boys is nearer to at least one recreational agency 
than he is to E.P.H. Four boys did not mention any recreational activi-
ties in which they engage in their home neighborhoods, but three of them 
were able to name settlement houses, a boys' club, pl~grounds, a school 
recreation center, a commercial bowling alley snd several CYO' s, which 
they do not use. The fourth boy was very vague in describing the recre-
e.tional fa.oilities in his neighborhood. He said that he thought that the 
schools and churches had some activities, but he knew nothing about them. 
Within two miles of his home are two neighborhood houses, a Jewish center,, 
a YMCA snd a boys 1 club which he did. not mention. 
Two other boys named all the recreational facilities in their neigh-
borhoods which were known to the writer, except for one school center. 
They attend dances at several CYO•s, but have not joined their own parish 
CYO' s. One of the boys also pl~s basketball in three gymnasiums two and , 
one-half to four miles from his home. 
The six girls now in the 13-18 age-group named all the recreational 
faeilities in their neighborhoods which were known to the writer. All 
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six named at least one settlement house, Jewish Community Center, youth 
center, or nyn located from tWo blocks to 1.75 miles from their homes. 
Two girls attended dances at several such agencies, but did not join any 
of them. one girl joined a youth center, and one made one visit to a 
settlement house, but did not join or attend any activities there. This 
latter girl did not engage in any recreational activities in her home 
neighborhood, but returned to the West End to "hang" with her old group. 
Three girls joined their parish CYOs and t~ girls joined a youth group 
in a Protestant church. Three church groups all have weekly meetings 
which are partly religious and partly social, and in addition have special' 
!' 
recreation once or ~oe a month which consists of a dance, party, hayride, 
or swimming party. one CYO has dancing and bowling on a week night. 
Dancing was the activity mentioned ms t frequently by this group. 
Five of the girls each attended dances at from one to five different 
places, from one half to 1.75 miles from home. Four of the girls swam, 
traveling as far as 4.5 miles to a pool or beach. Three girls went iee-
skating in winter in parks near their homes, and one went roller-skating 
at a commercial rink. Three of the girls participated in after-school 
activities organized by the schools. These aoti vi ties were awilllllling, bad- : 
! 
minton, science and Latin clubs, and cheer-leading. 
The use and Non-use of Available Settlement Houses 
A ~year old boy, his 12-year old sister and 16-year old girl cousin 
who live one-half mile from a settlement house knew the location of the 
house, but had not visited it nor considered joining. The boy belongs 
to Little League and the girls attend CYO dances. The younger girl wanted : 
i 
" 
:so 
to join the Campfire Girls, but could not because there were no vacancies 
in any near-by troops. 
An 11-year old girl ]Wing on the same streetinvestigated the house, 
and said that it seemed to her the only activity available to girls her 
age was gym once a week and the use of a library. She admitted that she 
had not inquired about any other activities, and explained, "I just never 
got around to it. You come home and get to doing something else, and by 
the time you think of it, it•s too late to go.• When she moved to the 
neighborhood two years ago, she and three neighborhood girls had formed 
a club which met, without adult leadership, in the basement of one of the 
homes. She said that they argued a lot and did not accomplish anything, 
and then the other girls moved away. She expressed a wish for a "girls• 
club like at E.P.H. where you could go every day when there was nothing 
to do". All four of these children had made friends and said that they 
liked their neighborhood. 
An 18-year old boy and his two sisters, aged 17 and 12, live two 
blocks from a settlement house. The boy has never been inside the house. 
The older girl was introduced to the staff and shown the house by the 
writer, 11ho knew the girl and who was doing field work at the settlement 
house. At this time, the girl, who had lived in the neighborhood about 
half a year, did not join the agency nor attend any activities there. She i 
said that she had heard that so1118 of the teen-agers in that neighborhood 
were tough and she did not want to associate with them. She continued to 
attend school in the West End and to "hang out" at E.P.H. A year later, 
these three were interviewed for this study. At this time, the boy and 
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the older girl said that they did not go to the settlement house because 
they thought that it was "mostly little kids who go there." They wished 
that there were a youth center for people f:rom 16 or 18 to 25 whioh would 
provide dancing, swi:nming, bowling, and a lounge, and where young people 
could drop in whenever they wented to. The girl explained that people her 
age were not willing to share a building with younger ohildren, even at 
different hours. She said that "when kids get older, they don•t go as 
much (to a settlement) unless they are in a club that stays together". 
She pointed out that when she moved, at the age of 15.5 years, she had 
already begun to attend E.P.H. less frequently, and that she and her group, 
of friends, who were not a formally organized club, were "hanging" at 
various spas and places of commercial recreation invarious parts of 
Greater Boston. 
The boy had been invited by the parish priest to join the CYO, and 
said that he had "thought about it, but never ~t around to it." Both 
the boy and his sister said, regarding the diffioul ty of getting acquaint- · 
ed, "You hate to walk in alone•. They atill return to the West End about 
once a week, but not to E.P.H. Both aaid that their friends are moving 
out of the West End. 
The younger girl was referred to the new settlement house by a staff 
member at E.P.H., who gave her a note to a staff member of the new settle- ·• 
ment. She joined a cooking class, but when the group was temporarily dis-
continued because of the loss of the teacher, the girl stopped going to 
the agenoy. She said that she did not re-join the following year because 
none of her friends were members. She and these friends, whom she had 
32 
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met in the atreet and at school, go to each other's houses and listen to 
records and go shopping together. She said that the neighborhood is dullJ :· 
that there were more kids and more excitement in the West Endo 
A 14-year old girl who joined a youth center 1.75 miles from her 
home, first want there with friends who were members. The next year she 
did not attend because her current best friends could not get memberships,. 
but said that they all planned to join together next year. 
ti 
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CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND IMPLICATIONS 
The purposes of this study were to discover the problems faced by 
children and youths between the ages of eight and eighteen years of age 
in making friends and finding recreational activities in new neighbor-
hoods, the ways in whioh they dealt with their problems, and the kinds 
of adjustments which they made in these areas. Specific information was 
Bought regarding the recreational agencies and facilities in the new 
neighborhoods and the subjects• use of them; the ways in whioh they be-
esme members of recreational agencies end settlement houses and the rea-
sons why some of them did not. In this chapter, the findings of the 
study in regard to these questions will be presented and conclusions and 
implications will be drawn as to the significance of these findings for 
the program of settlement houses in regard to families who are moving 
out of one neighborhood and into another. Som recommendations will be 
made for action on the basis of the findings. 
Summary 
The sample for the study consisted of eighteen children and youths 
from eleven families living in seven areas of Greater Boston who had pre-
viously lived in the West End and had been members of the Elizabeth 
Peabody House. The information presented in the study was obtained 
through individual interviews 1li th the eighteen children and youths and 
some of their parents. The sample was di Tided into two age-groupings: 8 
:\ through 12 years and 13 through 18 years, in order to obtain information 
,, 
' 
about pre-adolescent and adolescent adjustments and recreational activi-
ties. 
It was found that, in choosing a new home, most of the families were 
primarily concerned with the size, condition, and cost of the house, 
None of them considered the recreational facilities or agencies in the 
new neighborhood before moving. 
---::-:---, 
Most of the children and all the youths did not want to move from 
the West End, and anticipated that they would be lonely. All of them were 
lonely for a time, until they made new friends. Thirteen out of the 
eighteen made friends in their new neighborhoods, and most of them felt 
at home within three months after moving. one little girl required a 
year, and a teen-age boy required two years, before they felt at home. 
Those who did not make friends did not say when they felt at home. 
The most frequent way of meeting new friends for younger boys and 
girls was to stand near a group playing in the street or on a playground 
until invited to join in. The most frequent places for contacting new 
friends were the school and the street. Some of the new children were 
approached before they had time to "hang around"• The teen-agers who made, 
friends either met them at school or on the street, or were introduced, 
All the younger children made friends and expressed satisfaction with, 
their new neighborhoods except for two boys. Two of the four teen-age 
boys and one of the three girls made no new friends. Two teen-age boys 
made a few friends, but did not find life in the new neighborhoods as 
satisfying as life in the West End. They liked the better houses, but 
36 
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more important were friends and things to do together. 
The main differences between the age-groups was that more of the 
younger children made friends. More of the teen-agers relied upon intro-
duotions. The main differences between the girls and the boys, at both 
ages, were that more of the girls met friends through introductions, and 
that some of the boys had to fight before being accepted. 
Some subjects of both sexes, in both age-groups, encountered diffi-
oulties in adjusting to their new neighborhoods: unfriendliness or lack 
of friendliness on the part of the neighborhood children or youth, and 
the absence of people of the same age-group living on the street. Racial, 
religious, class, and ethnic differences were considered to present diffi-
culties in some oases, and not in others. Some teen-agers considered 
the absence of a youth center or neighborhood hang-out to be a handicap 
in making friends, as was the lack of introductions. 
There are several factors which seem to have a bearing on the greater,: 
difficulty in adjusting to the neighborhood by teen-agers as compared to 
younger childrent 
(1) Some neighborhoods do not have many teen-agers. 
(2) The teen-ager is more mbile. The newcomer and the neighborhood 
teen-agers alike are attending high schools in various parts of the city, 
outside their home neighborhoods. This means that acquaintances made at 
school do not continue after school hours. This lessens the opportunities i 
to become well-acquainted. The neighborhood group of teen-agers, if it 
exists, may go out of the neighborhood for much of its recreation, again 
! 
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affording the newcomer little opportunity to meet them. The newcomer him-
self finds it easy to return to the old neighborhood, and so makes less 
of en effort to make new friends than he otherwise might. 
(3) Teen-agers and their parents ~e more selective about the choice 
of friends for the teen-ager than for younger children. There may be 
mutual hesitancy or suspicion or rejection between the newcomer and the 
neighborhood group. 
(4) If the neighborhood teen-agers are a close-knit group, it ia 
difficult for a newcomer to break into the group. 
(5) The ties of the teen-ager to the old friendship group may be 
stronger than those of younger children, whose emotional dependence upon 
their parents is stronger. 
(6) The places of recreation for children are chiefly out-of-doors; 
those for teen-agers, largely indoors. It is relatively easier for the 
chili to approach a group playing in the street than for a teen-ager to 
enter a strange building alone. 
(7) Teen-agers rely more upon introductions than do the younger 
children. This may mean that teen-agers find it more dif'fioult to e.pproaoh' 
a new group than do younger children, or that teen-age groups are less 
ready to approach a newoomer than are younger groups, or both, 
(8) Some neighborhoods lack e. suitable recreational meeting place 
for teen-agers. 
Although twelve subjects lived within a mile of e. settlement house, 
"Y"• boys' club, or community center, only two had joined, and they had 
stopped attending within a year. There seemed to be several reasons for 
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their failure to become members of these agencies: 
1. None of their friends were members. This meant that they had 
no one to introduce them to the agency and to the group that used the 
agency, and they hesitated to go in alone for the first time. It also 
aeant that they went where their friends went for recreation--to places 
other than the agencies. 
2. Kost of.them had the use of other facilities. The younger 
children played in the street or on nearby playgrounds with neighborhood 
children and had some supervised recreation through the schools and 
Little League. The older group joined church youth groups, attended 
dances and basketball games at recreational agencies without joining 
them, visited the West End, and dated independently. 
3o Some of the reasons why people did not join settlement houses 
specifically are based upon the emphasis on small, close-knit friendship 
groups in settlement houses. First, it is difficult for a newcomer to 
become a member of such a group. Secondly, the older teen-agers have 
outgrown their desire for such a group, and prefer to attend mass activi-
ties with a few friends or to date independently or in pairs. 
Members of both age-groups, although they had found some satisfYing 
recreational activities, expressed a desire for a club, a youth center, 
or more activities with more people. These individuals were, for the 
most part, near settlement houses or recreational agencies, but ware not 
using them. In addition to those who expressed a need for such services, 
we can assume, from our general knowledge about the social development 
of children and adolescents, that others oould also benefit from group 
,, 
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membership. 
Conclusions 
Several ~estions have been raised by the foregoing data. Why did 
more of the older group in this~udy fail to make friends in their new 
neighborhoods than did the younger group? Is this to be expected gener-
ally? Why did some of the subjects return to the old neighborhood in-
stead of finding friends and recreation in their new neighborhoods? Why 
did they fail to seek in other settlement houses and recreational agencies: 
the same kinds of social relationships and recreational activities that 
they had found as membera of E.P.H.? 
Reasons for Difficulties in Teen-age Adjustments 
AVAILABILITY OF POTENTIAL FRIENDS 
Although only a few teen-agers reported that there were no people 
their age living on their street, in a sense, even when there were other 
teen-agers in the neighborhood, it might be said that potential friends 
were not readily available because the opportunities to meet them might 
be few. 
The younger child attends a school near his home. This gives him an 
opportunity to meet a large nwaber of children, some of whom live near 
enough to each other to meet after school for recreation. They find most 
of their recreation playing in the street or on a playground near their 
homes, where other children, among them classmates and neighbors, also 
play frequently. Thus the boys and girls in the 8-12 age-group can usu-
ally meet others of their age frequently enough to become well-acquainted. : 
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These ehil drt'lll are allllo/s available during leisure time. 
The youth between 13 end 18 iB more likely then not to be attending 
a sohool in another part of the city from that in which he lives. Few, 
if any, of his classmates may live near him. If there are other young 
people living nearby, they may attend different schools, and so fail to 
meet frequently enough to become well-acquainted. 
Teen-agers frequently go outside their neighborhoods for recreation, 
which keeps them from being where the new person can meet them, The new-
comer also travels out of his neighborhood for recreation, especially if 
he returns to the old neighborhood. Travel to places outside the neigh-
borhood for recreation may be necessary if recreational facilities in the 1 
neighborhood are inadequate. 
PLACES OF RECREATION 
The differences in the places where children and teen-agers meet 
with their groups for recreation may strengthen the teen-agers• hesitancy 
to approach the group. Children play out-of-doors much of the time, 
SUllllllO r and winter. The children in this study named as their recreational 
activities baseball, football, coasting, skating, swimming, and playing 
in the street or in the park. 
The places in which the younger ohildren met new friends were the 
same as those in which they play: the street, the park, the ball field, 
plus the school. 
The activities most frequent1y named by the teen-agers were: dancing 
,, 
roller skating, and basket-ball.1 They also named ice-skating, swimming, 
and dating. The activities in which the teen-agers most frequently par-
ticipate take place inside buildings. 
The younger child can approach the group from a distance, approach-
ing only as close as he feels secure in approaching, and moving away when 
he feels threatened or uncomfortable, without actually beating a retreat. 
It takes more courage for a newcomer to enter a strange building, which 
may be regarded as "our place" by the group, than to watch a group at 
play out of doors. One never knows what he will find inside a building 
until he enters1 and his right to be there is much more open to challenge 
than the child• s right to walk down the street. This applies somewhat to 
public "hang outs" such as drug. stores, spas, bowling alleys and pool 
rooms as well as to private sectarian end non-sectarian agencies. As tvo 
teen-agers expressed it, "You hate to walk in alone", 
SELECTIVITY 
In general, teen-agers and their parents are more selective in the 
choice of the teen-agers• friends than are younger children and their 
parents, There are two reasons for this • One is that teen-agers have 
more freedom from parental supervision. They are allowed to go farther 
from home and stay longer than are younger children. This greater free-
dom, not as yet matched by a corresponding maturity and stability, is 
regarded as dangerous by parents, and to some extent by teen-agers them-
1. Frederick J, Hurley and Beverly R. Ross, unpublished Master's 
thesis, Teen-Age Participation in Neighborhood Centers, P• 26, 
if 
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selves. 2 There is the possibility that they will "get into trouble" 
. through illicit pregnancy or by being arrested for some delinquent beha-
vior. In view of the increasing juvenile delinquency, most of it in the 
adolescent age-group, these fears are realistic. This causes parents and 
teen-agers to be concerned that the teen-agers' friends be the "right 
kind." 
A second reason is that teen-agers are approaching marriageable age, 
and their friends of the opposite sex are looked upon by their parents 
and by themselves as potential marriage partners, which adds to the import~ 
ance of their being 11the right kind". This includes not only their morals' 
but also their race, religion, and class. 
These concerns were not specifically revealed to a marked degree in 
this study. Three teen-agers rejected the neighborhood group as being 
"tough kids", and at least one teen-ager seemed to have i'el t rejected by 
the parents of same of the neighborhood girls.3 It may be that questions 
in the schedule were not questions which would elicit the expression of 
these concerns in oases where they did not present any great problem. In 
cases where the subjects had found suitable friends, the fact that they 
may have appraised them carefully in the beginning would not be consid-
ered worth mentioning, if it was remembered. However, because of the 
general tendency to this selectivity by teen-agers and their parents, it 
2. 
3. 
Irene M. Josselyn, Psychosocial Development of Children, P• 94~ 
Page I 6 
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is possible to speculate that it is operating beneath the surface even 
though it is not mentioned. 
EMOTIONAL .AND SOCIAL TIES TO THE OLD NEIGHBORHOOD 
The emotional ties which the 13-18 age-group, especially the boys, 
in this study, have to the old neighborhood. are probably different from 
those which the 8-12 age-group has, and. some teen-agers• need to retain 
those ties may be greeter than that of others. 
Normally, the strongest ties of the pre-adolescent are to the fam-
ily.4 The boys and. girls of the 8-12 age-group may miss their old play-
mates and the relatives still living in the West End, and may return fre-
quently to visit them. But their greatest emotional security is in their 
parents, libo are with them in the new neighborhood. 
The adolescent is in the process of emancipating himself from his 
parents. The first step in the process is for the teen-ager to become a 
member of a smell close-knit group of .the same age and sex. This group 
begins to give him the values, the controls, the emotional security, the 
understanding which he formerly got from his parents. For a time, this 
group may be more important to him than are his parents, in many ways. 5 
After several years, the individual normally takes a second step. He 
emancipates himself from this olose-kni t group and strikes out on his own, 
so to speak. In the later teens, many of these groups, clubs, or gangs 
break up. Members begin dating on their own or in pairs, and find their 
4 Josselyn, ~· !!!.•• P• 75. 
5 Ibid, P• 109. 
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recreation and their emotional satisfactions outside the group. 
The Effect on Adjustment of Length of Residence in New Neighborhoods 
Since the average length of residence in the new neighborhoods was 
the same for the total group, for those who expressed satisfaction with 
their new neighborhoods, and for those who did not express se.tisfaction 
with their neighborhoods, it can be concluded that the length of residence 
in the new neighborhood does not determine the satisfaction or dissatis-
faction with the new neighborhood. 
The average length of residence in the new neighborhoods for those 
who have adjusted to their new neighborhoods, but visit the West End 
frequently, is less than half that of those who had adjusted to their new 
neighborhoods and vi·sit the West End infrequently. It seems that frequent 
visits to the old neighborhood do not prevent a person from adjusting to 
his new neighborhood, for some who visit frequently have adjusted. The 
figures do show that those who have adjusted and who have lived in their 
new neighborhoods for the greatest length of time, visit less frequently 
than those who have adjusted to their new neighborhoods, but have lived 
in them (and outside the West End) for a shorter period of time. This 
could be stated in another w~: If a person adjusts to his new neighbor-
hood, it can be expected that the frequency of his visits to the old 
neighborhood will decrease with the passage of time. If a person does 
not adjust to his new neighborhood, the passage of time will have less 
effect on the frequency of his visits to the old neighborhood. This is 
:; supported by the report of those who failed to adjust to their new neigh-
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borhoods that they visit with slightly less frequency now only because 
of part-time jobs and studies. Several of them said, "I visit as often 
as I can" • 
The Effect on Adjustment of Distance From Old Neighborhood 
The distances traveled in visiting seems to have little effect on 
the frequency of visits to the West End. The average distance of the new 
neighborhoods from the West End is about the same for those who adjusted 
and those who did not; for those who visit frequently and those who do 
not. The probable e~lanation is that the West End is easily accessible 
by public transportation from all the neighborhoods to which the subjects 
moved; and when rapid transportation is available, it makes little differ-
ence whether the distance is three miles or six miles. 
The Use of Settlement Houses and Recreational Agencies 
It might have been expected that the children and youths who had 
found much of their social and recreational satisfactions within the pro-
gram of a settlement house would seek similar activities in similar agen-
cies in their new neighborhoods. However, although twelve of the eighteen 
interviewed lived within a mile or less of a settlement house, community 
center or "Y", only two of them joined an agency, and those two dropped 
their memberships within the year. 
Five did not seek membership in new agencies because they were able 
to return to E.P.H., where they were already established. Some teen-agers 
attended dances or played basketball at seTeral agencies without joining 
any of them. It is possible that the use of the gym or dance floor was 
all that they needed from the agencies. 
-- ----~----­
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Some of' th.e agencies, such as YMCA 1 a, YWCA' a and Jewish collllllUl1i ty 
centers, while welcoming young people of' all f'aiths, were established by 
groups of' specif'ic religious backgrounds. This might be suf'f'ieient to 
prevent a teen-ager of' a dif'f'erent f'aith f'rom becoming a member, although 
he might f'eel f'ree to attend some events held in the agency. 
Some teen-agers reported that they had made f'riends outside the 
agencies, and it is possible that their needs f'or f'riends and f'or recrea-
tion were satisf'ied outside the agencies. This may have been true also 
of' those younger children who made f'riends, liked their neighborhoods, and,. 
described recreational avtivities which took place in the neighborhood 
group, the school, the church, or the Little League. 
Some of' th.e subjects expressed directly or indirectly a need f'or 
membership in a recreational agency• the two girls who joined brief'ly, 
the teen-age boy and girl who wished f'or a youth center, the girl who 
expressed a desire f'or a club, and the girl who wanted to join the Camp-
,; f'ire girls. Each of' th.ese individuals lives near a settlement house. 
The question is, since they recognized a need f'or such an agency, and knew 
that one existed nearby, why did they not become members? 
The two girls who joined ageneiea, ceased attending within the year 
because their best f'riends, whom they had met elsewhere, were not members. 
The two older teen-agers said that they did not like to walk in alone, and. 
expressed the need f'or an approach on the part of' young people in the 
'i neighborhood. Evidently, when children and youths move into a neighbor-
hood, they f'irst become f'riends with those whom they meet on their street 
I 
'i or at school. end then go w.here their friends go for recreation. If 
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their friends were members of a settlement house, presumably they would 
become members. But the settlement house or agency, is not the place 
where newcomers go alone in order to contact new friends. It seems to be 
toe difficult for a child or youth to "walk in alone" even though he rec-
ognizes his need for the agency. 
Besides these reasons why subjects did not join available agencies, 
and especially settlement houses, there i& another reason which applies 
only to older teen-agers& they would be likely to be dropping out of the 
settlement house to which they belonged in the West End, even if they had 
not moved. 
In a theaia by Hurley end Ross6 the writers make the point that in 
the normal course of social development, the older adolescent outgrows his 
need for the small 0 close-knit friendship club, and that, in one agency 
which they studied, a group of lS•year old boys who still belonged to such 
a club were considered to be very immature. 
They found a tendency for membership in settlement houses to decrease 
among older teen-agers. One of the reasons which they found waa that the 
settlement houses emphasized the small friendship o1 ub, and when the 
members no longer need the club, they cease to come. 
This fact was recognized by the girl in this study who said that 
"when kids get older, they don't come (to the settlement) so much unless 
they are in a club that stays together•. 
!i 
A study of E.P.H. membership supports this theory. In the teen-age 
,, 
6 Chart I, Appendix 
. !I 
or evening program, which begins at age 13, membership for girls rose to 
its highest level 'at the ages of' 14 and 16 and then dropped sharply. 
There ware no members over 19 years of' age. The membership :!'or the boys 
reached its highest level at the ages of' 16 and 16, and then dropped sharp-
ly. Thera ware only :rive members over the age of' 19. 
It is probable that the boys in this study had not outgrown their 
need for their club group when they moved, and there:f'ore returned as :f're-
quently as possible, and did not try to make other :f'riends. Whether they 
would have made greater e:f':f'orts to make new :f'riends if' the old group had 
not been available is a matter for speculation. They did not make new 
:f'riends to any great extent. They kept in close contact with the old 
ones. It is also a matter :!'or speculation as to whether, with help, they 
would have become members of' another group, and whether this would have 
been better :!'or them than keeping up the old contacts. 
The value of' the close-knit group or club is recognized by the settle-
ment houses, end the program of' the E.P.H., as well as the progr!llllS of' 
other similar agencies, is given over to the guidance of' small :f'riendship 
groups or clubs • 7 
If' the teen-ager is a member of' suoh a group, and is emotionally in 
need of' the continued association with the group, it is to be expected 
that he will try to maintain contact with the group at all costs, and will 
7 Frederick J. Hurley and Beverly R. Ross, Teen-Age Participation 
in Neighborhood Centers, a thesis B.u. School o:r Social Work, 1955. 
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not seek a substitute for it. That the teen-age boys in this study have 
done so is evident. The frequency with which they visit, the distances 
from Which they come, and the amount of time which this takes from a busy 
schedule is evidence of their need for the group. 
Some of the girls in the study who adjusted to their new neighbor-
hoods reported membership in~ supper olub" and "a girls• friendship club" 
at E.P.H. These clubs were not designated by name. Having a name for a 
club is the usual practice in settlement houses. When a group reaches 
the point of choosing a name for itself, this is regarded as evidence of 
the unity, identification and strong emotional ties among the members. 
The facts that these clubs had no names, had been organized only a year. 
and that the girls, in their visits. did not return to E.P.H. are indica-
tions that their need for the groups was not very strong. 
The teen-age girl who did not adjust was a member of a close-knit 
group that "hung together". Although this group had no n8l08, it had a 
recognized indigenous leader and a recognized membership, and can be 
classed as a club. While this group had ceased to meet in the E.P.H., it 
"hung together" in other locations. and when the girl visited the West End 
it was to be with them. 
Five of the teen-age boys maintained their membership in the E.P.H., 
and four of them are members of a friendship club. with a name, that meets 
at the E.P.H. and has been in existence for several years. The five boys 
mentioned E.P.H. as a place which they visit when they come to the West 
End. The siKth boy. who is 18 years old• the oldest of the group, is no 
longer a member of E.P.H. 
49 
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Implications 
The re.ct that most or the subjects were able to make new rriends and 
to engage in leisure-time e.otivi ties with them and to reel at home in thelr, 
new neighborhoods within e. rew months or moving is encouraging. The ways 
in which they became acquainted showed that initiative and rriendlinesa 
are necessary on the part or both the newcomer and those already in the 
neighborhood. Initiative and rriendliness on the part or the neighborhood:: 
group was especially necessary to the adjustment or teen-agers. 
The importance or making ftiends was shown by the ract that those who ' 
ci.id not make rriends did not indicate a liking ror their new neighborhoods•' 
and were not able to tell when they had begun to reel at home. Some gave 
the impression that they did not yet reel at home, and some stated this. 
on the other hand• two who had made rriends did not like their neighbor-
hoods. But all those who made rriends, except these two, liked their new 
neighborhoods end rel t at home there, even though some or them said that 
they wished that there were more to do. This irr.porte.nce or having rrienda: 
and or having opportunities ror recreational activities with them seems 
to have been overloo.a by the parents of these families. When selecting 
a new home, they were chierly concerned about the size, condition, and 
cost or the house. and not one mentioned that they had inquired about 
recreational facilities or agencies in the neighborhood berore moving. 
Some moved into neighborhoods where there were no young people their 
children's age or where the youths were unsuitable companions for their 
children. If ramilies had taken these factors into consideration. adjust-' 
i-i ,, 
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mant to the new neighborhood could have been easier and better for some 
of the subjects 
Ways In Which a Settleqnt House Might Aid Adjustment 
Since this study was made through a settlement house, and for the 
benefit of the settlement house, the recommendations which are made as a 
result of the study are recommendations for the kinds of help that can be 
given by settlement houses or which could be instigated by them in their 
neighborhoods. The methods of helping could be used by other agencies end 
organizations. 
The first point at which help can be given is before the moving takes, 
place. This would be applicable to areas designated for urban renewal and:, 
to transient or transition areas where many families are moving out. Set-
tlement house staffs could initiate discussions on the problems of moving 
in adult groups which meet in the house or could call together groups of 
parents for this purpose. Attention could be directed to the recreational 
end leisure-time needs of all members of the family. Information about 
the location of known facilities throughout the city could be provided, 
so that families could, if they wished, locate near the kind of agency or 
recreational facilities which they could use. When these families are 
ready to move, referrals could be made to any agencies in which they had 
expressed interest. 
The settlement house in the neighborhood into which families are 
moving, could, through its members, help the new families to get acquaint-, 
ed and to become integrated into the social life of the neighborhood. 
il 
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Some of these families would be referred by the settlement house or other 
agency in the old neighborhood. )lost of the new families would have to 
be discovered by other means. Where there are neighborhood citizens• 
committees, these committees could be the welcoming group. The members 
of these committees, being residents of the neighborhood, would be aware 
of any new families in their inunediate area. If the area of service of 
the settlement house is a large one having areas not covered by neighbor-
hood committees, new families could be discovered through the schools. 
In co-operation with public and parochial schools, some system for welcom-
ing new families could be devised. A pamphlet might be given to each new 
child, describing and giving the location of recreational agencies and 
facilities, and also of health, welfare, and governmental agencies. 
This might be followed by a visit from a member of some organization 
in the neighborhood mo would personally welcome the new family. In many 
cases, this is done informally and unofficially by friendly neighbors, 
but in many cases it is not done, especially in regard to teen-agers, as 
shown by this study. Teen-agers in this study expressed that dependence 
upon introductions to other teen-agersl therefore their social adjustment 
would be helped if neighborhood youth oould become involved in a program 
for welcoming newcomers of their own age-group. In neighborhoods in which' 
there is resentment of newcomers and sometimes open hostility against them, 
which is reciprocated, a program for welcoming and integrating newcomers 
would eliminate IIIUCh tension and friction in the neighborhood. Such a 
program might be difficult to introduce, but it could be tried experi-
! 
mentally with youth groups in settlelll8lt houses and other youth-serving 
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agencies. 
Problems would arise where newcomers were of a different race from 
that of the neighborhood group, or where thmr standards of conduct were 
different. It would be unwise to encourage a group to extend an invita-
tion to someone whom they would not be able to acoept into the group. 
First invitations might be extended for a visit to the settlement house 
on lounge night or to an athletic practice session, or to an open gym 
program. Care would have to be taken that the group extending the invi-
tation was wholehearteQly in favor of the welcome program, and would 
.. --.:;l 
carry through with genuine friendliness after the invitation was accepted.' 
If such a program were instituted, it could provide an opportunity for 
the social maturation of the neighborhood group as well as for the inte-
gration of the newcomers. 
Although few or none of the teen-agers may be attending schools in 
the neighborhood, newcomers among them can be located through the neigh-
borhood elementary schools which the younger children in the fanily attend• 
This program would help not only those who might have difficulty in 
making friends, but would also help those who would enjoy and benefit from 
membership in a settlement house or recreational agency to make contact 
with the agency without having to "walk in alone". 
Areas Requiring Further Study 
In order to assist families to seleot new neighborhoods with adequate:, 
recreational facilities and youth-serving agencies, more complete infor-
mation about these facilities and services must be obtained. The loca-
tions of the settlement houses and recreational agencies are known, but 
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an up-to-date description of the program should be added. More informa-
tion ebout the programs of the various sehool recreation centers is needed,. 
as well ,;s information about church youth programs, which some of the 
teen-agers in this study were attending. This information might be 
gathered and kept up-to-date through the settlement houses, neighborhood 
committees, or other groups concerned with welcoming new families in 
various parts of the city. 
Considerable atudy and experimentation may be necessary before a 
workable plan is devised under which the welcoming committees of adults 
and youths will be effective. The initial task would be to involve the 
committee members in the planning in such a way as to enlist their whole-
hearted support for its success. They must have a strong desire to reach 
out to their new neighbors, in order to be effective. 
Two possible by-products of such a plan can be forseenz 
(1) That neighborhoods using the plan woula become friendlier. with 
more residents feeling personally concerned about the welfare oftheir 
neighbors. 
(2) That in describing the recreational facilities to the newcomers, 
some neighborhood committees might discover that the facilities in their 
neighborhoods were inadequate, and might take action to develop needed 
facilities. 
The remarks by the older teen-agers that they did not want to share 
an agency with younger children• and that they needed a center for older 
teen-agers and young adults. and the findings by Hurley and Ross indicate 
that the settlement house program at present is not meeting the social and 
,, 
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recreational needs of older adolescents. In comparison to the amount of 
study that has been done on the effect of membership in the small friend-
ship group on the development of the young personality, very little study 
has been done on the recreational activities of youth which take place 
apart from, or instead of group activities. Some questions that might be 
raised are: 
(1) What effect do theae non-group activities have upon the person-
ality development of young people? 
(2) Do these activities adequately meet the social and develop-
mental needs of the older adolescent? 
(3) Do these older adolescents need a differant kind of recreation-
al program and a special recreational agency? 
(4) Is there still need for group experiences for the older adoles-
cents, and if there is, how oen the group be used to meet their changing 
needst 
(5) How oan the older adolescents be helped who do not find a place 
in the more individualized activities which take place among older youth 
outside the small group? 
These questions might be expanded to include young, single adults, 
who are out of their teens. Are there adequate recreational facilities 
for them, and are they able to discover and make use of them? Do they 
experience difficulty in making friends in a new neighborhood? How can 
'\hey be helped? 
The problems faced by the children and youth in this study cannot 
be said to be unique. They are the problems faced by everyone who removes 
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from one neighborhood or community to another, and must find friends and 
activities to replace those left behind. Although many American familes 
move every year, their problems of adjustment rems.in largely their own 
personal problems until a large-scala moving such as that made necessary 
by an urban renewal project brings them to the attention of social agen-
oies and to the public at large. 
Bringing a problem to light is the first step in its solution. Fol-
lowing this step must oome study, and experimentation with possible solu-
tiona, which lead eventually to the discovery of better methods for 
dealing with the problem. It is the hope of the writer that this study 
represents a step in this direction. 
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APPENDIX 
Interview Schedule 
The interviewing schedule was not used as a questionnaire, and 
interviewees were allowed to start with any topic on the schedule. How-
ever • unless the interviewee opened the discussion hims.elf • the topics 
were taken in the order in which they app!l ar on the schedule. The length 
of residence in the.Wes~ End, the activities engaged in in the West End 
and at E.P.H., was chronologically the logical place to start. It was 
also less threatening to reminisce about the old neighborhood than to 
open up possible unhappiness in the new neighborhood; and it emphasized 
the common ground on Which the interviewee and interviewer met: the West 
End and E,P,H, 
This led into the reasons for moving, the feelings around moving, 
and the early period in the new neighborhood• with its difficulties and 
then the beginnings of an adjustment. 
The next topic discussed was a description of the recreational facil-
ities and agencies in the new neighborhood, and the feelings about the 
new neighborhood; and the use made of them by the interviewee, 
the process of adjustment was left for the last because it was po-
tentislly the most threatening. The interviewee might have to admit that 
he had not been accepted in the neighborhood• that he was lonely and un-
happy, and that he had no friends, This topic was introduced as gently 
as possible by the question "What are the kids like in this neighborhood?" 
d giving the interviewee an opportunity to blame his non-acceptance (if 
this were the case} on the unfriendliness of others. The questions "The 
" 
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boys? •••• The girls?" (L-1) were added to reveal something of the hetero-
sexual relationships of teen-agers. 
The schedule was pre-tested on a 16-year old boy, a 16-year old 
girl, two girls 11 and 12 and a lQ-year old boy, The younger children 
gave vague replies to some of the general questions, and some specific 
questions were added to help them, These specific questions following the 
general questions often seemed to elicit fuller information from some of 
the older parsons as well, To question A-5 ~at did you do in your 
spare time?" (in the West End) and D-4 "What is there to do around here 
in your spare time?" (in the new neighborhood) were added " ••• in winter; 
in summer?" To B-1 "Do you ever go back (to the West End) to visit? How 
often?" was added B-2 "When was the last time?" This helped younger 
interviewees figure out about how often they do visit, 
The questions "How did you feel about moving?" and "What are some of 
the problems in getting acquainted in a new neighborhood?" brought meager 
replies, especially from the younger children. The addition of C-8, 9, 
10, 11, and 12 seemed to help them to recall the events in their early 
trsnsi tion period, 
Some of the questions in section E are repetitions of questions in 
Sections B and c, The questions referring to frequency of visits to the 
West End, at first, and then later (B-3 and E-6 and 7) and the questions 
concerning the earliest days in t4e new neighborhood (C-9, 10, 11, and 
E-3, 4, 5, 8, 9) deal with the same subjects, but since they might follow 
from preceding questions in either section, they were placed in the ached-
ule in both positions, for ease in recording. If they were answered in 
:: 
' 
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Name 
Address 
School & Grade 
. .. -----'""'=··_-::-:- --· 
Sex 
Occupation of parents 
Occupation (full or part-time) 
Religion 
National background 
Ao West End and Peabody House 
Present Age 
Phone 
1. How long did you live in the West End? 
2. How did you like it? What did you like about it? 
Age at time 
of moving 
3. You went to the Peabody House, didn't you? How long were you a 
member? 
4. Did you go to the nursery school? Camp? What other groups did 
you belong to? 
5o What did you do in your spars time outside the Peabody House? 
In winter? 
In s U1llllle r? 
6o Did you belong to any other groups at school, church, cellar clubs? 
Tell me about theme 
Bo Present contacts with the West End and E.P.H. 
1. Do you ever go back to visit? How often? 
2. When was the 1 ast time? 
3. Is this less often than when you first moved, more often, or about 
the same? 
4. Why do you go less often (or more often) 
5. When you go back, where do you go, and llbom do you see? 
Co J(oving 
1. When did you move out of the west End? 
2 • How old wwre you 1 
3. Is this the first place you went? If not, why did you move again? 
4. Did the family consider other places before moving here? 
5o How did the family choose this place? 
s. What did they decide to look for in the new place? 
7 • Why did the family decide to move? 
B. Can you remember what you said or how you felt when you first knew 
that you were going to move? 
9. What did you think when you first saw your new home? School? 
_. ___ -_-;::;;_:_-:·.o · ·-c,_=----=-= ·· 
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10. Can you remember the very first da.ys that you were here, and in 
your new school? How did you like it at first? 
11. What were the difficulties that you had at first? 
D. Present neighborhood--general impresaions and facilities 
1. How do you like this neighborhood now? 
2. Is there anything that you wish ware different? 
3. How does it compare with the West End, good and bad? 
4. What is there to do around here in your spare time? 
In SUJIIDI8r? 
In winter? 
6. Is therez a settlement house, community center, "Y", CYO, School 
center, playground, church or synagogue youth group, Scouts? Where 
are they located! How far? 
s. What are these places like? 
7. How often do you go? 
8. Are you a llll!lmber? 
9. Have you thought of joining? Why, or why not? 
10. Are any of your friends members? Where do they go? 
E. Prooesa of social adjustment 
1. What are the kids like in this neighborhood? 
The boys? 
The girls? 
2. How friendly are they? 
3. What are some of the problems in getting acquainted in a new 
neighborhood? 
4. Was it pretty lonesome at first? 
6. How long was it before you really felt at home here? At school? 
6. Did you go back to the West End a lot at first? How often? 
7. When did you stop going back so often? Why? 
8. Who were the first three friends that you made? 
9. Where and how did you meet them? When? 
10. Who are your best friends now? 
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11. When and how did you meet them? 
12. What do you do with your friends? Where? 
13. Are they members of any groups? Where? What kind of groups? 
Different from the old groups in the West End? 
14. Are you a member of the same groups? 
16. How did you become a member of the group? 
16. Do your friends live on your street? Go to your school? To your 
church or synagogue? 
17. Where would you say is the best place to meet new friends? 
18. How do you go about making new friends? 
19o What would be your advice to any kids who were going to move? 
F. Interviewer's suggestions to interviewee • 
. ·::·-·· :; 
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ELIZABETH PEABODY HOUSE MEMBERSHIP 
CH LDREN liT1) · .. · -1 ~"i" 
No. of members 
19 over 
19 
